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2018 ROSE PARADE

SIGHTS AND SOUNDS

Musical performances and marching bands thrill visitors to Pasadena

By Jason Henry
Jhenry@seng.com @JasonMHenry on Twitler

P_ I usic took on a headlining
role at the 129th Rose Pa-
rade with big opening and

closing numbers, a surprise per-

formance by Earth, Wind & Fire,
and the best marching bands from
around the world.

Youtube star and singer Todrick Hall
kicked off the mostly tame event with

an elaborate production with 100 danc-

ers and musicians. Hours later, pop art-
ist Andy Grammer closed out the day
with a mobile concert, complete with
an accompanying audience of fans who

launched into a synchronized dance.
But it was funk and soul band Earth,
Wind & Fire that stole the spotlight
ROSE PARADE » PAGE 6

INSIDE: For extended coverage on the
104th Rose Bowl Game, see sPorTs

KEITH BIRMINGHAM — STAFF PHOTOGRAPHER
The Georgia Bulldogs’ Sony Michel,
right, runs the ball in the first half of the
College Football Playoff semifinal during
the 104th Rose Bowl Game in Pasadena.

Top: The Singpeli float “Rising Above” wins the Sweepstakes Award on Monday during the

The 100th.
Rose Queen,
Isabella
Marez,
waves to the

the parade.
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PHOTOGRAPHER
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The city of Torrance float is “Protecting Nature." The theme for 2018 Tournament of Roses
Parade on Monday was “Making a Difference.”

8Rose Parade in Pasadena.
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RECREATIONAL
MARIJUANA

Shops
begin
selling
legal pot

had issued over 100
licenses to businesses

By Brooke Staggs
bstaggs@scng.com
@JournoBrooke on Twitter

Californians lined up at dispen-
saries throughout the state Mon-
day morning to be among the first
to purchase recreational mari-
juana, more than a year after the
state’s voters passed Proposition
64, which legalized cannabis.

Whether they were celebrating
a major shift in cultural attitudes
about marijuana or just looking
to enjoy the right to get high le-
gally, it was a big day for the shops
and their customers.

“What a way to start the new
year,” said Rome VanBergen, 57,
who was waiting under a green
canopy when 420 Central in Santa
Ana opened at 7 a.m.

VanBergen lives in Long Beach,
but Santa Ana was the closest city
to have legal sales on Jan. 1.

“I don’t really smoke it or use it,
to be honest,” VanBergen said. But
as a longtime advocate for can-
nabis legalization, she wanted to
buy taxed products and show her
support for legal shops in hopes
that other cities and states will
take note.
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THE YEAR AHEAD

How key
factors
will affect
linances

By Sarah Skidmore Sell
The Associated Press

No one wants to be caught off-
guard when it comes to their fi-
nances. So The Associated Press
asked several experts to share
their opinion on what will hap-
pen with some key issues in 2018
that will directly impact your per-
sonal financial well-being. Here’s
a look at their forecasts. .

What should I expect
from gas prices?

Gas prices are still quite
low, historically speak-
ing, and were fairly steady in
2017. But 2018 may be a bit more
rocky, according to Tom Kloza,
global head of energy analysis at

- Qil Price Information Service.

Kloza estimated that the aver-
age price for regular gasoline for
2018 » PAGE 8
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